234      A LAND OF TROUBLE AND ANGUISH
living East; though it is often hard to extract the fossils,
and harder to ascertain their true significance.
An easy road takes us from Khoshab to Van, down a
valley that should bear a large population ; but where to-
day nothing but a chilly wind wanders, that makes living
unpleasant, and is said to blight wheat. "There were
Armenian villages here once," said a Nestorian to us, " but
when the Kurds turned them out, this wind came, and now
none can live here. It is the breath of the curse of the
dispossessed upon their oppressors/' And so the fertile
Havatsor plain lies empty, though villages abound upon
its borders; and though a prosperous little town stands
where the road begins to climb the low pass leading over
the last range to the gardens and orchards of Van.